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CHIEF MALKIN: Today's date is 


12/30/01. The time is 1136 hours, and this 


is Battalion Chief Malkin, Safety Battalion. 


I'm conducting an interview with Firefighter 


Third Grade Tiernach Cassidy, Engine 3. 


We're in the quarters of Engine 3. The 


interview concerns the events of September 


lith, 2001. 
Q. Okay. You can start anyplace where you 
were when you got the run. 


A. At the time on 9/11, I was on light 


duty at the lst Division. I was right over at 20 
Truck and Squad 18's quarters on Lafayette 
between Spring and Prince. I arrived there for 
light duty 8:00 in the morning. 


I go out on the top of the building for 


my morning cigarette. Usually I'm the only 


person out there smoking. I think by the time I 


got there it was maybe 8:30. The first plane had 
already hit. You see plainly from the roof of 


the lst Division the towers. 


Everybody was on the roof. The shock 


and dismay and fear in everybody's eyes, the 


firemen, everybody that was there that didn't go 
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down there that was on light duty with me because 


they didn't do what they call the total recall at 


that point. 


Of course we're all asked, "Let's go, 


go. They're like, it went to a fifth alarm. 


We've got enough guys down there. Don't worry 


about it. It's taken care of. Still I was in 
shock. I was standing there, standing on the 
roof, not watching the TV, standing on the roof 
watching. 

We don't actually see the second plane 
hit, but we see the impact. We were on of course 


the north side, so we saw the huge explosion 


engulf the whole top of that building. f 


When I could talk after that, I said, 


"Now we're going. You know, let's go." 
Q. Sure. 
A. The guy in charge of the guys on light 


duty that day said, "I know. You guys still 


aren't going. You have to wait. You're not 
going. You have to wait until the call is made, 
until they say we can go." He's calling to see 


if we can, because we all want to go. 


T. 


Then we start 


18 left when the first plane hit. 
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going downstairs. 20 and 


So we go 


downstairs. We go down 


the back stairs of the 


lst Division, and we se 


into 20-18 and we start 


grabbing, putting gear 
going to go anywhere. 
Then the first 
the guy that was in cha 
He's 


down the stairs. 


like, 


becaus 


ther, we wer 


tog 


t tower came down. Then 


rge of us came running 


Everybody's going 


who wants to go." 


47 Truck was relocated to 20. 


relocated 


ther 


Whether 


they wer 


pick up gear, I don' 


their rig with cyl 


know. 


inders and tools, 


or just going down to 
They were stocking 


radios, 


anything they could get their hands on. 


Myself and ten other members that were 


there on light duty, we all jumped on top of 47 


Truck, and we headed down Broadway. This is now 


after the first tower had collapsed. We're going 


down Broadway, and people were already flocking 
up Broadway, up Lafayette, everywhere uptown. 
On the way down people were blessing 


themselves as we were going down. I'm standing 


on top of the rig between the bucket and the cab, 


T. CASSIDY 


between the ladder and 


blessing themselves in 


the cab. 


People were 


this gloominess of going 


down. It was like out 


believe what was going 


of a movie. I couldn't 


on. 


But we get down there, 


that we had on the top 


and all the guys 


of the rig -- we had ten 


guys and whatever other guys came in from 18 and 


20. We couldn't see once we got past City Hall a 


block ahead of yourself 


»- You could see one block 


at a time and that's it from that first dust 


cloud and the smoke and whatever. 


We stopped wh 


just to get our bearing 


n we get 


to Fulton Street 


s, and everybody on the 


back -- as I'm sitting by the cab, so everybody 


by the bucket, they all jump off. I think it was 


five guys, because we said we wanted to make sure 


we had a team of five g 


truck took off again. 
We leave the 
of One Liberty Plaza be 


Liberty. We all get of 


uys. So I guess the first 


truck on 


tween Cor 


team jumped off the back on Fulton, and then the 


the Broadway side 


tlandt Street and 


f the rig, the members of 


47 and the members I was with from light duty, 


and we start packing stokes baskets with spare 


cylinders, tools, 
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whatever we could carry. 


Civilians are running up to us saying 


but we didn't all have masks. 


mask yet. 


they can't breathe, 


so we're giving them hits of 
the cylinders, of the masks -- we had cylinders, 


I didn't have a 


We start walking down Cortlandt Street 


from Broadway, going west, 


stokes basket, myself and 


and we're carrying the 


the team I was with, 


the other four guys. We started hearing the 


pancaking of the 


I looked at 


north tower now. 


t the officer I was with. We 


both looked at each other like what's that? Not 


thinking the second one would be coming down. 


QO. What did it sound like? 


A. It sounded like a plane just getting 


ready to land, just getting closer, coming in; a 


bowling ball getting closer when it's ready to 


hit that sweet spot, you know. But it didn't 


take us long to 
look up. We just 
that would be sa 


So we 


Broadway, and the other guys, I'm not 


realize what it was. 


ran back up Cortland 


t ran back to the rig, 


We didn't 


thinking 


fety or just away, anyway. 


towards 


sure where 
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they all dove. I opened up the door to 47 Truck 


and stuck to the side of the rig and pulled my 


helmet down over my ears. 
I remember right across the street from 


one Liberty the other building had a monument or 


something. It was a big square with a hole in 


it. It's been sitting there forever. I just 


remember watching that and thinking this is it. 


Whatever debris is hitting me in the 


head or hitting the truck and falling next to me, 


I'm still looking at this monument. Then the 


monument slowly disappears from the cloud it was 
covered in, that we were all covered in. 

However long it took, I don't know. As 
soon as debris stopped floating on us, we dusted 


ourselves off, we went back to the stokes basket, 


found it, picked it up, and continued down 
Cortlandt. 

Then halfway down Cortlandt before we 
got down to Church Street, we heard a mayday 
being given already in one of the buildings off 


to the right, which is the East River Savings 


bank. There was a member in there. I'm not sure 


what company, where he's from, but he hada 
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broken leg. The other thr members needed to 
take him out. 


So it was just myself and the officer 


now left with the stokes basket, and we continued 


down. Whil thos thr other members assisted 


this firefighter, the officer and myself went to 


the corner of Liberty and Church. It was on the 
corner of 10 and 10. 

We dropped the stokes basket there. I 
used to live down on Maiden Lane years ago, which 


is a block and a half from the World Trade 


Center. So I knew the area really well. I was 


telling this to the officer on the way down, "I 
know this area." 

So we got down to Church and Liberty, 
and he asked me, "Which way should we go?" And I 


didn't know. We couldn't walk through 10 and 10. 


The street was at least three stories high of 


debris covering 10 and 10. I think we walked 


down Cedar, down Greenwich, down Albany, until we 


got down to the West Side Highway, West Street. 


We got to West Street. They had some 


sort of command structure set. We saw some white 


helmets. At first we started asking, "What are 
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we doing? What are we doing?" Nobody really had 
a specific answer. 


At that point we just needed more 


tools. So we saw there was an ESU vehicle, 


mergency services unit, police vehicle, squad 


cars, whatever, and we tried to get into those to 


get some more live-saving ropes, utility ropes, 
anything we thought we could use, a Halligan 
maul, what we needed. 

Then I found a mask, so I masked up, 
cylinder. I had a life-saving rope, utility 
rope, Halligan. The officer had -- no, I had the 


maul, he had the Halligan, he had his mask. Then 


we walked down West Street I think right -- no, 


actually we went further down than West. We went 


all the way down Albany. We went past West down 


to Liberty between th right before you get to 


that -- it's like another atrium almost set up. 
It's by the Gateway Plaza area. 


We hung a right up Liberty Street from 


there, and w ntered between the Marriott -- I'm 


sorry. Yeah, between the Vista International and 


Two World Trade Center. Here is where w ntered 


the site. 
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I couldn't tell what rigs were on fire 


while we're walking by them. We had hose lines 


stretched. We helped stretch a line quickly just 


to get it over debris. Then we continued. We 
didn't know what -- we didn't know where to start 
looking. We could have started looking where we 


were standing, but we wanted to get in, get in, 
get in. 


I remember the World Financial Center, 


Two and three World Financial Center, being at my 


back, because it was the biggest buildings -- I 


only knew what was north, south, east and west. 
That's as much as I could tell from living down 


on Maiden Lane for four years. I could only tell 


which way was north, south, east and west. So 
every time the officer asked me, "Cassidy, where 
are we?" I looked around and see Two World 
Financial Center there. I would be like, "That's 
west, that's north," and that's all I could tell 
him. 


When we got to pretty much between one 


and two, I would assum because once you're in 
there at that time, you had no clue. 


QO. It's like a mountain at this point; 
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right? 
A. Yeah. 
Q. Both buildings are down, you're on top 


of a mountain? 


A. Correct, correct. We didn't know 
exactly how high we were up. Some of the voids 
that we saw, of course we went the officer, he 


was all gung ho. I was sticking with him. 


I went for the life-saving rope, give 


him one end, he would tie himself off, and I 


would be up top and tie it to whatever 


substantial object I could. He would go give a 
quick search just to s because there wer 
still maydays being given all over. 

Q. Did you guys have a radio? 

A. He had a radio. He had a radio which 
he took. 

QO. From 20 Truck? 

A. From 20 Truck. 


I don't know how long we were walking 


around. It was about two hours prior to building 


seven coming down until we finally found 
somebody. We were walking around for at least 


three hours. 
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Finally we find this huge hole. I'm 
standing on the top of this huge girder. Nothing 


was moving on this girder, the size of these 


things. So I'm standing on top of the girder. 

At this point now we couldn't carry all our tools 
anymore. It was like climbing a mountain, with 
an extra hundred pounds on you, you just can't do 
it. 


I started leaving tools left and right. 


I was leaving the Halligan. I just held onto the 
life-saving rope, which it's a good thing I did, 
because when I got to the top of the girder he 
said he's going to go down. So I unfurled the 


life-saving rope again, and he goes down in this 


hole and he comes up it wasn't a hole; it was 
a big gaping gash. It was about 35 feet down, 
30-40 feet. 


So he goes down, and he comes up the 


other side and he scales this other I beam to get 


up. He gets to the top of it, and I'm almost out 


of rope. So he says there's another gap, another 
void, over here. He said, "I'm going to be out 
of sight for a couple seconds." I was like all 


right. I didn't have a radio now. I couldn't 
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even hear him, how far he was away. 
So I tie off, and I go down to the 


bottom of the hole, and I started coming up. He 


said he found him. It was the guys from 36, that 
Port Authority cop, three civilians and a friend 
of mine, Mickey Cross. 

QO. I know him well. 

A. Yeah. 


So the Port Authority cop comes out 


first. There was a chief there, two chiefs, I 
think. I don't even remember. 
Q. These guys were down in the hole? 


Where were these guys, all these guys? 
A. The fourth floor of the north tower 
when it came down. 


QO. And they were in this hole where he was 


looking around? What condition were they in? 

A. The other hole was 60 feet deep. How 
the tower came down, it came down on itself. So 
it was just pummeled into the ground. How they 
survived, I have no idea. I couldn't believe it. 

I mean, I thought that day we were 
going to find hundreds and thousands of people 


walking out. You know, we'd just take them out. 
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But those 10 or 11 we found right there, that was 
it for that day. 


Q. What were they in? Why were they 


waiting to be rescued? Were they in a place 
where you had to dig them out? 

A. They needed a life-saving rope to come 
down and get them. They were down that far. 
There was no -- they didn't know which way was 


up, which way was down. 110 stories comes down 


on your head and you're 60 feet down -- 


QO. Were they dazed? 


A. Oh, yeah. 

Q. What kind of physical condition? 

A. They are -- 

Q. So they needed assistance to get out of 
there? 

A. Definitely, definitely. If you talk to 
Mickey -- the Port Authority cop comes out first. 
The life-saving rope is taut now. I'm like, 
"Come on. This way. This way." I'm just like 
directing traffic, you know. I get up to the top 


of the girder again, and now it's a tough climb 
to get to the girder. 


So I use my body like a bridge. He 
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gets up on my leg and then my shoulder and he's 


up on the girder. He lies there on top of the 


girder, and he gives me the biggest hug and he 


starts crying. For me it was like, "All right, 
no time for sentiment. You've got to get going. 
You walk that way." 

At this point now the officer I was 
with was giving calls for the stokes basket 


because the civilians that were down there were 


not walking out. So the guys -- I forget 


whatever squads, rescues, whoever was showing up, 


I see them off in the distance. They're like, 
"Who asked for the stokes?" I was waving, "Over 
here." 


I pointed to the Port Authority cop. 


"See those guys? Walk that way out, the way 


they're coming in." He's like, "All right." He 


walks out under his own power. Everybody that 


got out -- the next guy that came out, I 


forget -- I don't know who the chief was, but he 


had brass, white shirt. Nicks and scratches, 


bruises, you know. Mentally not with it. 
Totally dazed. 


Q. Mickey Cross is okay? 


T. CASSIDY 16 


A. Mickey was the third guy to come out. 
At first I didn't see him when he was coming down 


the pile. He slid down the I beam, you know. I 


grabbed his hand when he was coming up. He looks 
up, and all he has is a cut on the top of his 
nose, on the bridge of his nose. 

I said, "Hey, Mickey." He just looked 
at me. He didn't remember who I was. He said, 


"Which way out? Which way out?" That's what he 


said. I just pointed. You could still see the 


Port Authority cop and the chief walking for a 


while. I just pointed to them and "Follow them." 


So he walked to them. 


Then the guys from 36 came out next, 36 


q 


Truck. Then we started running civilians out. 


Then the stokes came in. At this point I was 
wearing Squad 18's gear, so I guess these guys 
from rescue now and squads that were there, it 


was their operation, squads and rescue's work. I 


don't know. I had this gear on, "Come on," 
blah-blah-blah. So maybe I kept in the action a 
little longer. 


So we got all the civilians out in 


stokes. We brought in ladders to help, because 
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the I beam that was going up. So it was some 


makeshift way 


around. 


to make it a bit easier to walk 


Then, like I said, building seven was 


in eminent collapse. They blew the horns. They 


said everyon 


clear the area until we got that 


last civilian out. We tried to give another 


quick search 


wouldn't let 
So 
area at that 


Vesey, Vesey 


while we could, but then they 


us stay anymore. 


we cleared the area. Our staging 
point was on Vesey. It was down on 


off West. We were probably a block 


up West on North End and Vesey, because I 


remember Marine 1 was docked right up here, and 


they were pumping water. They were pumping lines 


of water. 


Q. Where did you find the hole where you 


were digging 


for Mickey Cross and all these 


people? Whereabouts was that in the site? Tower 


one? 
A. That was tower one but it was -- 
QO. Somewhere in the pile? 
A. -—- the southeast end of tower one, 


because it was like I was dead center. As I 
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said, I remember looking back and seeing Two 
World Financial Center behind me. 

Then we sat on Vesey, and doctors were 
coming around. My eyes were just -- everybody's 
eyes that was in that dust cloud were killing me. 
So the doctor looked at me and was like, you need 


an eye wash. I was, yes. They washed my eyes a 


couple of times. 

We were making sure we had all our 
members. I'm not sure if it was at that point 
when I ran into my company. I think it is. 


Yeah. First I was just sitting by myself. Then 


I first saw somebody here, Angel Rivera. I saw 


him; he saw me. He came over and gave me a big 


hug, and he started crying. I didn't know any -- 


because we lost five guys. He was with them. He 


was in the Marriott Hotel with them. He took out 


two civilians. I don't want to be telling 
someone else's story, if you want to talk to him. 


He was senior guy on the truck, and I 


think he had the irons. He had the civilian with 
him. So when they heard another mayday on a 
higher floor in the Marriott, they were like, 


"We're going for the mayday." He was going to go 
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with them, but they were like, "No, you have a 


civilian. Get the civilian out." He didn't want 


to, but he did. That was the last time he saw 


them. So he wasn't in good shape. 
So yeah, then we just stayed on Vesey 


until building seven came down. There was 


nothing we could do. The flames were coming out 
of every window of that building from the 


explosion of the south tower. So then building 


seven down. When that started coming down, you 


heard that pancaking sound again. 


Everyone jumped up and starts running 


west towards the water. I hear somebody yell, 


"Run and don't stop running." It wasn't half as 
high. It was only 47, 52. 
Q. 40 stories, yeah, 47 stories. 


A. Like that's nothing, 47 stories coming 


down; right? But the dust cloud didn't go as far 


west. I guess it blew whatever part north and 


south. But it came down as far as West Street. 
Nobody was injured with that. 
So that was it. As soon as seven came 


down, we were going back in. I got together with 


my company, Engine 3, and Lieutenant Walsh was 
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working. We went to work. Where did we go? I'm 


not even sure where we went after that. I think 


we just went to the building seven area, checking 
around there. 


I was there till about 10:30 that 


night, 11:00. I got back to the firehouse her 


at 12 midnight. I know that. My captain was 


surprised to s me, because I was on light duty. 
Maybe he wasn't surprised; I don't know. But I 


came walking in the door with everybody else in 


the companies. Some rescue company from Long 
Island or something or upstate dropped us off. 
He saw me drag myself in. "Hey, Knickknack, how 
ya doing?" 
That was 9/11 for me. 
QO. I wrote down one question here. When 


you were walking down Vesey Street when you first 


got there and three of the guys that were with 


you went in to help a fireman with a broken 
leg -- 

A. Correct. 

QO. -- how did you know he was in there? 
Did he call to you verbally? On the radio? 


What? 
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A. Another civilian came running up to us 
saying there's a fireman hurt in here. 


Q. Right. 


A. We all went in at first. The two guys, 
one went to either side of him. He was laying 


down on the floor. He still had all his bunker 


gear on and everything, but he couldn't walk on 
his leg. I'm assuming it was broken. 


Q. Yeah, yeah, yeah. 


A. The other two guys picked him up, and 


the third guy just gets behind him. That was it. 


They were looking for another stokes to put him 
in. We had all our tools in this one. There was 
a bus up the corner of Broadway somewhere, an 


ambulance, but that wasn't going anywhere. That 


was buried. We were able to grab the stokes from 


it. They grabbed the stokes, put him in that and 


then they carried him away. 
Not to say we weren't waiting, but we 
weren't. We had other things on our minds. 
Q. Why was building seven on fire? Was 


that flaming debris from tower two -- 


A. From tower two. 


QO. -- that fell onto that building and lit 
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it on fire? 


A. Correct. 

Q. Because it really got going, that 
building seven. I saw it late in the day, and 
like the first seven floors were on fire. It 


looked like heavy fire on seven floors. 


A. It was fully engulfed. That whole 


building there were pieces of tower two in 


building seven and the corners of the building 


missing and whatnot. But just looking up at it 
from ground level, however many stories it was, 
40-some-odd, you could see the flames going 
straight through from one side of the building to 
the other. That's an entire block. 

QO. I wonder what was burning in there. 
What do you think was burning? It's an office 


building. There's not a lot of wood in there. 


A. You figure, that jet fuel, that 


explosion that hit, everything just came out. 
Remember that explosion? It was massive, that 
fireball. That jet fuel just -- 

Q. It was jet fuel, yeah. That must have 


been where it landed. That's probably where a 


lot of the jet fuel went. 
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A. A 25,000 gallon tank I think it had? 


QO. It had to go somewhere. 


All right. Is that about it? 
A. Yeah. 
QO. That's good. 


CHIEF MALKIN: It's 1203 hours. I 


thank Fireman Cassidy for this interview. 


¢ 


here was nobody else in the room during 


this interview. This concludes the 


interview. 
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